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Jesse Erlich is a Partner at Burns & Levinson, LLP, in Boston, Mass., and a member of the 
firm’s Intellectual Property, Government Contracts and Science & Technology Groups.  Prior to 
joining Burns & Levinson in 2006, Mr. Erlich was a Partner with Perkins Smith & Cohen, LLP. 
He had previously served as Chief Patent Advisor for the U.S. Air Force. 
 
Mr. Erlich represents a wide array of clients such as universities and small and large technology 
companies in diverse technological fields. He provides advice on patents and other forms of 
intellectual property, licensing, and government-related matters such as government contracts, 
SBIRs, STTRs, intellectual property, licensing and technology transfer. He is also involved with 
the preparation and prosecution of patent applications (U.S. and foreign).  
 
He has contributed to numerous publications in the fields of intellectual property and technology 
transfer, and co-authored a book entitled Technology Development and Transfer—The 
Transaction and Legal Environment. He is a contributing author to 2000-2011 Licensing Update 
and Valuation of Intangible Assets in Global Operations. Mr. Erlich also co-authored A Practical 
View of Strategies for Improving Federal Technology Transfer with Alan Gutterman, Esq., and 
Protect Your Brain Share: Get to Know the Intellectual Property Rules with Jerry Cohen, Esq. 
Additionally, he has authored and co-authored numerous articles on intellectual property, export 
control, licensing, and federal technology transfer.    
 
Mr. Erlich currently sits on the faculty of the Advanced Licensing Institute at Franklin Pierce 
Law School. He has also sat on the faculty of The National Intellectual Property Law Institute 
Postgraduate Program in Intellectual Property and The Intellectual Property Institute for 
Corporate Counsel, and is a frequent lecturer and speaker in diverse venues. 
 
Mr. Erlich is admitted to practice law in Massachusetts, the District of Columbia, and before the 
U.S. Supreme Court. He is a registered patent attorney with the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 
and the Canadian Patent Office and is a Certified Licensing Professional (CLP).  
 
Mr. Erlich has been appointed to the United States - Israel Science and Technology Commission 
Task Force: Legal, Patent and Intellectual Property Rights, and serves on the Board of Directors 
of the National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA), New England Chapter, as well as on the 
Advisory Council of the National Institute of Justice, a research agency of the U.S. Justice 
Department. He is a member and past president of the Boston Patent Law Association, the 
Licensing Executives Society, and the American Intellectual Property Law Association. Mr. 
Erlich is listed in Who's Who in American Law and Who's Who in Intellectual Property. He 
received the FLC’s 2009 Outstanding Service Award and its 2008 Northeast Regional 
Appreciation Award. He has been selected for inclusion in Massachusetts Super Lawyers® for 
seven consecutive years. Mr. Erlich was selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America® (2011-2012) in the field of patent law, which is considered a singular honor. 
 
A graduate of Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Mr. Erlich earned his J.D. from Georgetown 
University Law Center.   


